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For Immediate Release:  September 30, 2009     

 

 

AVION GOLD EXTENDS SÉGALA MAIN ZONE PLUNGE BY 50%  

(200 METRES VERTICALLY)  

 

TABAKOTO SOUTH ZONE RETURNS 4.75 g/t Au OVER 9.7 METRES 

CONTINUITY CONFIRMED, ZONE OPEN DOWN PLUNGE  

 
 

 

TORONTO, Ontario, September 30, 2009 -- Avion Gold Corporation (ñAvion Goldò or ñthe 

Companyò) (TSX-V: AVR) , today announced the results of six holes, four of which tested the Ségala 

Main zone at depth and two of which tested the Tabakoto South zone and preliminary Au-leach test 

results. 

 

Ségala Main Drill Holes : 

 

All holes drilled to test the down plunge continuity of the Ségala Main zone have intersected a core of 

significant gold values that is flanked by numerous, narrow mineralized structures. Avionôs deepest 

hole to date, hole S-09-05C, intersected 2.84 g/t Au over 22.9 metres (14.0 metres true width) on the 

down plunge extension of the Ségala Main zone approximately 600 metres from surface, some 200 

metres deeper than all previous holes (see figure). Three additional Ségala Main zone infill holes 

returned the following intercepts: 

 

 S-09-14A - 5.47 g/t Au (5.32 g/t Au capped) over 33.3 metres (25.0 metres true width) 

 S-09-17A ï 1.47 g/t Au over 29.5 metres (25.0 metres true width) 

 S-09-18 ï 3.86 g/t Au over 29.1 metres (17.5 metres true width) 

 

A total of 25 Ségala Main infill holes have been completed in 2009 with six more scheduled to be 

drilled before the end of the program. 

 

Hole S-09-05 also intersected a narrow zone near the top of the hole that returned 25.90 g/t Au over 0.5 

metres. This intercept lies within the northeast-trending Ségala Granite, which can be traced for 

approximately 1.4 km along strike and varies from 400 metres to 725 metres in width. Nearby artisanal 

activity, in the Ségala granite, excavated two, approximately 50 metre long trenches, which are 

possibly an extension of the mineralization intersection in hole S-09-05. In addition, the northwest 

contact of the Ségala granite is mineralized and altered and returned an intercept of 0.86 g/t Au over 8.4 

metres core length. The presence of gold mineralization in the Ségala granite and linear magnetic 
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features in the granite suggesting fault zones, make the area in and around the Ségala granite a priority 

for future exploration. 
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Tabakoto South Drill Holes : 

 

A total of ten holes have been completed to test three, closely spaced, northeast-trending zones of gold 

mineralization located just south of the historic Tabakoto Pit. This northeast-trending zone of gold 

mineralization has been traced for 450 metres along strike and is suspected to extend for at least 750 

metres along strike. The Tabakoto South trend lies approximately 260 metres southeast, and is parallel 

to, the well mineralized northeast-trending structure referred to in Avionôs August 17, 2009 news 

release (see figure). To date, results have only been returned for two holes that tested the eastern third 

of the Tabakoto South trend. These holes were drilled to test a 100+ metre wide vertical and horizontal 

gap in the long section (see figure). Hole T-09-02 returned 5.01 g/t Au over 3.2 metres (2.7 metres true 

width) and hole T-09-08A returned 4.75 g/t Au over 9.7 metres (8.0 metres true width) (see figure). 

 

To September 19, 2009, Avionôs 2009 exploration program has completed 92 drill holes totaling 

18,147 metres of drilling of a total of 21,700 metres of drilling planned before the completion of the 

program. More than 50% of this drilling has focused on the Ségala area to support both current and 

long term mine planning. Drilling in the Ségala area continues to intersect wide zones of gold 

mineralization, alteration and numerous secondary mineralized features. A summary of the 2009 

mineralized intercepts in the Ségala zone and Tabakoto South zones are presented at the end of this 

release. 

 

Don Dudek, Senior Vice President, Exploration, commented:ñThe S®gala area displays widespread 

gold mineralization in numerous stratigraphy-parallel to cross-cutting structures and excellent down 

depth extent as indicated by Avionôs deep hole on the S®gala Main zone. New concepts and targets 

continue to be developed, lending confidence that the mineral resources in this area will continue to 

expand. As well, the northeast structures, in and near the Tabakoto pit, with strike lengths in excess of 

300 metres, continue to reward Avionôs exploration effortsò.  

 

Leach testing of three oxide to transitional samples of Ségala Main mineralization grading from 0.21 

g/t Au to 1.0 g/t Au, by FL Smidth Dawson Metallurgical Laboratories in Utah, during a 72 hour bottle 

roll test of material crushed to -2 inch (- 5.1 cm), returned recoveries of up to 85% of the gold. These 

results have prompted Avion to expand the testing to include Tabakoto oxide and sulphide 

mineralization and Ségala Main sulphide mineralization. Column leach tests are expected to be the next 

step with a plan to both develop this ability on site and complete the first phase of column testing 

before year-end. 

 

John Begeman, President and CEO, commented: ñMore aspects of the Tabakoto and Segala projects 

are starting to come together including higher head grades from the Segala pit, the increase in 

confidence of the known mineralized zones and a possibility for Avion to take advantage of low grade 

mineralization, which to this point, has been considered waste. Avion will continue to build on the 

resource and project base we have to make the company stronger in the future.ò 

 

Studies to support a capacity upgrade to 200,000 ounces per year are underway with grinding studies, 

preliminary mill expansion and open pit versus underground mining studies in progress. This work is 

being completed by both consultants and company staff and is expected to be completed before year-

end.  Avionôs current Measured and Indicated Mineral Resource is 1.21 million ounces of gold grading 

3.48 g/t Au. In addition, Avionôs Inferred Mineral Resource is 1.14 million ounces of gold grading 3.50 

g/t Au (Avion, May 19, 2009 news release).   
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